[Massive fetomaternal hemorrhage and prevention of fetomaternal Rhesus incompatibility. The failure of our present system of prevention].
We had a case where risk of rhesus D feto-maternal immunisation occurred following failure to diagnose feto-maternal haemorrhage (HFM); and it was shown up by rhesus negative mother with a rhesus positive fetus being diagnosed as having has a massive HFM only three days after delivery. Giving the mother the standard dose of Anti-D immunoglobulin without a previous test to find out how serious the HFM was showed that we do not test for this normally. So it seems to us necessary when considering prophylaxis of rhesus D immunisation to go back to first principles and carry out Kleihauer's test particularly when neonatal anaemia is found in the child.